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Pro a Col"\ nnc!er !lava' • :tr Force, 00aoSf1c r'loot 
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V1aa (l) r.b1ot, uranu of rcr~nrut,cs ('A-f) 
(2) i.Jrector, r;. s. J nvcl iati.on ~cf' .. 7 C ter 

Sobj 1 Vl•9l H"' 88J' 5-5'7 

1. Fo~"Wt~rdrd, eoncurrill{r 'n the Clonch: :tono nd r1lCOI!l!'IO!ld t5c-nr: of t.he 
AS!'e1.d't Acoidont Bonr4. 

2. ~orngraph l.o. Cf 1 ho third Ct~orn~cnt i~ lion nn ftC '~ont of 
IIIGtE)r5al failure'! co tho ~inaey cr.uao. 'i'hill io net cnneun'Cd !n. 
"atcr:tal fail~ So a foetor, hov.(vor, tlo faJlu~ c~ul1 '-vo boon 
caul!Qd by pcrBCnnol 01'!'01' other thn pHot. Therefo• o, the pr.J OJ')' CAUIHl 
l"ttllr.illo vr.detemSnad. 
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S ''CIAT !{r~t.t>T,I C flt:Qlli'tr.n !1. M:OJ ~t1A .r.r.: 
WITil >A!U VII J )lli\ 'I n ~'I' t~C:TI '11 37:;o.6a 

'l'llff'l FHDJl,:~~·r.: ~·on C.l, V 1~•91 AA~r ser :>-;? oonoe.n"~,r .. ,, 
i1uNo 1'5914 accident oocurrine: 23 ,Tul,y 19 )7 

11 
pilot -- . 

'Pro n: Co:n'!lBnder oleet Air Alanoda 
Tos Chi.e! of Naval Operations { lP-57) 
Viet (l) Commander Naval Air Poroe, l'tloif1o T'leet 

(2) Chief, Bureau of .Aeronautics (AF:n-,12) 
(3) nireotor, li. S. Naval Aviation safety Center 

SubjJ v~ 91 UH ser 5 .. 57; !orward1n~ of 

Tlef: (a) )'Tli!A. v Inatruot1on '7 jO 6U 

1. '~'orwarded, ooncnrr1n!7, 1n tho conolus1on8 ond reoomttJGndation" 
ot tha Aircraft Accident Aoar4, and in the remarks contained 1n 
subsequent endorsements, eubject to the follovvin~ cournents. 

a& In view of the fact that an explosion 414 occur in the 
:tox-l't&rd tuselagG, coupled n1th oil on tho windRhield and emoke 
in the oookpit, it is considered that material failure or mal­
fWlotion 1s a cause factor in th1e accident. If there ie no 
p!lot error invol ve<'l, then the above !actor iA oon!'!1aere(l the 
primary cause of the accident. 

b. Although the squadron 1B scheduled to do ploy for six 
months in Geptember 1957, ~he oontu~in~ situation re~din~ the 
"Nove1aber Golf" designator might pose1bly arioe subeoquent to 
the dGployment. The recorunendation ooncern1n~ the deoi~tor 
chango is considered 'Valid. 

2. Information required by reference (a) ana omitted tro~ th• 
basic report is as 'ollowsa 

a.. ?art IV: Date eubllitte<i to Oo:nr~.mding Off.icer. 

b. ?11ote statement: Op1n1nn as to how the accident could 
hav~ been prevonted, 

o. P.nclosure ('): ~tatement by the Aooitlent Board R to the 
creditability of the w1tneA~. 

'· It ie noted trot the headinp:o of tho T'irst and ~eoon.J 'Endorao 
mente are not in accordance "1th paraEO:"Bph v. 7., nlrt VIII ot reforunce {a). 

Copy to: 
JL'AT~ (APfl 51?) 
:\VJI.\If{A"G" • (~) 

CT!C":JMJ"'T,T 
0AU•9 
en, VP• 91 

a. r. niCm 
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r::o·.7 _ ~"!. \..~0!1 1 :.E .. nr.E 
..:/J P.o:vr r<'A~ 0lf•r·~ 

San ! :c.r.ci r.C\0 0 c,.,_ "'.. ".! o:::r.ia. 

·, r,'¥o.f! Nfi~cr 
rc.'h'l"al ::r ... ~.·ll.tic,na (v?-5".') 
Co mr: n..:. : C.a:.-:-io~ A~r Cro1:o :ii!ID 
Oc~~ndc~ :1oct ~i~r A~nm~Ja 
i..'c!~""mnic.: l•a~~'u1 11!r l:' ~co.P:~·!!'c l~<Jot 
:.!W 'l1' !11.: ~ ".GU vf Ao:!""Ol:.. , t ',co · ·::-.. ·~ ·.:) 
Diloc;~c:L ~ l'c.wa::.. Av~nt.or. fc.i\ / ~ .... ,·,Clr 

l .. Fcn;D.tlior' .. cot>C.\':'•'i:Jg in t.10 ccnc:.\s'c.-::. c.·.d 
of t!".o Ao:Jl.(lo~. t Bc:n.t 

',TO 0::!, 'B;-i.!II CD. 
At.:G 
S'lt 4..i4 
2 ~U:Jt S:l. - ')3"' 

3o Sqa~d.:"vn dcct-::-!n'l ~:1 'o ro·•.uod to ~.ncl'.\CI) rro,:lAion for p\n 
:pointlue ll c.~ohoi'l tt.' C't".i't ·,.hol'C p00t1~b:o~ rt ~8 l'O:l

1 0rf1_Jtcd 
th .. '\t tha ::l!o,cc.:cr Cro1.f '' C."3l.l!h(.c~ ~ti.ll t•no.tJc. no f•..:..-'"t.o:r ttl!f'iou1 ty 
o.:C~or tho :lo?:'..cj·;nc~t ?f tl1!.G t':j,Uu~·on c."!lourU. :~t~•P2 

Copy tot DI~CT1R: ttoS. N.i>IAL AV!.ATIOU SJ,PErY CEllTER 
oo•.ntJ\IA:".m' .~ 

R~~.:a;AtJ'_b1 5!2) 
Billi COi.i.~US 
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!lrr t.v FOL 37>'1·1 :RF.\. H · Sl 
P.\Ct 2 AIRCPA.,:Y ACCIOENr REPORT OPNAV RCPO"'I' t1 0• 

··~;~~t' .. 'G:"~'LT'iME'TI"'~····· ..... , .. ~,. 
SETTING 

~-~ ~~~::::: :: !!~J.i: _·:: ~ .-: :.·:_- ;~ ~ ~:.· ·_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-!y~~_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-:~~- ,-~ .-_-_-_-_·_· -_-_- -_-_-_i_tf:~_-_-_-_-_-_-_:·:::::.1 ~-I 
~: ; ; LANDING SIGNAL OFFICER 1 I ! IN ;- H : 1. F l_uqE oR j 
.. ~!PILOT ERROR ; , ERROR , 1 MAU'U'il.. TIQ,.j 
,.. .. , .... .. . ..................... , ... " . .. ...... . . ....... .... .. .... . .............. T···r"'1''" ...................................... ............... , -! .. 
'i! I ! . OTHER PERSONNEL ERROP., i . . . 
~:CREW ERROR 1 ' sr~c~l~ : , · MATERIAL INAOE''lUAC'f 1 1 
~=· ., .... : ···.···· . . ................. -.. -... .;: ... ! .............. -···- ... _ ............. - . ._ ....... •1' .. t•• 
et.: SUPERVISORY PERSONNEL • I! ! ! I : ROLLING AND PITCHIN G 
--;! ERIWR ~ , ADMINISTRATIVE ERROR ... OECt:/ROUGit SEAS 
~· .... ········· •..... .... ... ........... .... •· · ...... .. - ......... ·····-;···· ~ · ... (······· .. . ... ·-·· ... .. 
~ MAtNTENANCF PERSONNEL : ; ! AIRPORT OR CA~RtER ; · ' 
:! ERROR ; : : FACILITIES ! i : UNDETERMINED 
~ ,........... ... .... . .. .... ....... ...... .. .......... , ... , .... ""'" ..... ... .. ..................... '- .............. ~ .... ; ......... ... .. ................... -·- .. 
~SERVICING PER50NNEL : : : \ l ~ 
~ERROR i ; : WEATHFR ; ! : OTHER, Specify ... . 1 

··: -... --- ---.-·.:oR-.\cc,·oeNrs· As-oAR o c.·e-P l.o\; [c) ci.riR i€ R~ ·;c:~;.;,ic·,; "ioii;.;;·"~--~;~~~~~ -o-,; rii;:·,-.. .. --- ·- .. . ....... -- ...... -....... -- .. --- .. -.-..... -- .- ... - " -- ~- .. -- -.. -- - .. -..... ~ - -- -.. .. -...... . -.. .. -............ -.. .. .. -....... ... "-- ..... --... - .. -.. -.... -....... ......... .. 
"'~'I. DAT E DEPLOYED . Z, 0 /o Y· HOUAS I L ANC '"'GS •. O v OEO · '· CAr •HOU~S i jAND ! N • \ L )O C EO 
~: J SINCE O£f>LOH.D j LAST lO OAY 

~···:TNS'TAUM'CN T H q" . ..:o,-; [ o·····- ·:·s:· N'iGHT:HciURslCANCiiNGS' "L.o"GGe'O . ........... : i·:· p;£(GHT':..t't)Vr.l~i L A'NCING'S "LOC'Gio 
:;::::: SINCE tJEPLOYM \i tJl i SINCE OI:.PLOYED j L"ST 10 DAY$ 

: : ! 
~~::·:~·~·:·~·~-~-~-~ -~-~ -~·-· ·~-~-~ ~ -~·~ ·: ·~-,~ ~·~~1''J)·~~·~~·~!~·r~Y:!~~~:rE~f~-~T~ ~~-~R~. !~~~·r~·rE~~·~~~·!·~·:·~·:·~·~·~·~~-~-~·~~~·=~·:·:·:·~·~-:~·=·~·: 

;.. l Q•TE O" F.R I"E : MO'I TtlS ; TOTAL ! FLIGHT ~ FLI :: HT i TYPE CHECK ' FL IO"'T H~S . ; ti,DAY~I' 
~': " r , > ;.. V L ' 1"1 THIS "b~·E~~ ' HR?· s.tNCE . H!>. . SIN~£ . LAST : s •Nr. "' i IINCF. 
;~MANUFACTURE; t OUP ; TOUR : • • Av ... s ovii::I~Ul · ~1~~~ : PE~FORMED , L.AS T :: HECK I L.A5T 
,u .. , , : ; : : · i CH~CIC Sir ·-------·---r ·· -- · -- -r ·---- -- · -r··- ----· ;---· · ·· · ·l · · · · --- · ·r· --· ·--··· ·· 1 - - ---- • --- - -- j • ·---- ---

i~.~jAr~~~J.e·~l-iNe .... l .... :~~·. A ~ ..... ~ ... J.. . .b3L, .6 .... ~5 ~.~ ..... 1}r._~ --~t2F ··I .......... ?.•§.. ... L _y_ -·-
wd'~~%-.Jr~~ MUDEL : ~~61~1e ' : ~~&tP~iWa:A~ .. ~ .... . ... .: ... ··· -; . ··- .. ,.. .... ... . ....... . t 

: 1-:1 1 J65m~ Wblli,C?;. 1 1c1.: ~:c6 .i ..... ~~Z'~ .. frfo:ii ... f' ....... a:·tr .. 
; ~ t~.L~?. l.~QV 54.. ..... ~ ............... -~· 1 , 

~;; f ~ ~ i ! 
o:! i ~ ~ - .. i .. 
w:2d~; 
z.; ~ o : 

~l ~ ~ ~'("'""'" " " ... "i ... 
. .... r ......... .. 

: ..... .. ......... ~ 
,N :O: · 

Oo ; z ; . , 
z•:;r ~·-·---··--····----- - -- - - · -

-t:c ; a,OIOF IRE Bf:.F PE AFTEP f'f'i OIDNOT ;b.OIOEXPLOSION t-: ~ l OCCUR : 0 ACCIDHn 0 ACCIDENl 1!Y OCCUR i OCCUR IN FLIGHT? ~ Y£$ 0 NO 
: ;~ fc ... cHE:cK ·i',. APPLICABLe: · ....... }'>-l:~~&L~oE0~tl E: ; ·..;li:eo"c:o .. ,;o,;i:N'i-s" i;:.voi."vi'o" • , _,, _____ ·--

~:-! • • Q -~~~ !..'!~ _S¥~,~~----. --- _L_Q_ Yf!_5_ .E!J . ..H.C!. - - •• -·-- •• ·- . -- -- ••••••••• -.-----.----------- ...... - --·.-. 
-f j CHECK BELO;I ITEM$ PRESENT IN THIS ACCIDENT 
4. P-•-••••••••••••--•••-·•••-••••• ~ ---- · ··~•••••••••••••••••••-•••••••••••••-•-••••••••••·•••••••-•••• 
I :0 i 

a..,~ 
-t.,.a: 0 z 1 .o[ a. AIRCRAFT DESIGN 
o~: 
j: ·!·~ 

'Ct&. : 

~~0: b. 0 AIRCRAFT EQU:PMENT 
V')~'Z~ 

,....; 
•. l 

d. I!J UNDETERMINED g. 0 SURFACE FACILITIES 

"· 0 TECHNICAL lttSTRUCTION h 
UMAN ENGINEER ! G 

••ll• cockpit conliguralloru) 

: ic, 0 MAINTENANCE f. 0 OWE R, S~ctfy . ... ....... - •.• - .... - - .. -· ·- ·--·---~-----l 
:--~------------------·-·-- -- -----------------~------------------··--·------------------------·------~--• . A, AI. TtT uor T 'J, 11> (' •C. OP£nA ToNG ·c. WEIGHT o.- IE· c:.a!"' VACJ F. INC OF P'Ut!:L o. f'Vt!:t.. 
1 c ; ,.AL> uNCTIO~ .~r·i:.t.O •I ,1 Tt:MPE~ .. URE j AIRCn AFT . • "R£:UUitl 

~~f . .. ~JO~ ... .... ........ _)}?.~ ..... i }~~ ~~ .. . .. 1:~~- .... -~~·' .. ... _i -!.P_-/.t .. . _ .. ·--- -
•:. , >t. E IOF:NCE OF FUCL COI<TAMIN.4TIQN 1. C AUS[ Of' EHOINE FAIL.UR£ OR t'LA .. IZOUT 
~A~ . 
~}-,. --·- ... ..-.... , •• ,,,,,,.,,. ._ -·~·••·-•~•·•-•Hoo o o •• •• o .. • •·•-! ... ,. ,,._, ,.•••-•••••• .. •·--•-· ,,.,..._,...,_,.. ••-• -~---" 
·:: ; J, -u~L CONTRQL I<EGULATOR fC:ARB RETOR (LiS! $1('('1:; Gild Sv, no ., t1"" t.....r •i•c- i"• Ell TaRNAL ORES AtOARO A.IC 

.,; : roc • r ,...,,fw,.led) ~ .. TYPJ:l', 1 OP Tl liS 
• t tltfojo .. to .j'fo lt .. oUol•ltttoUUUUitiHUIHI•ttt•IOOollfUtfOihHftf•l• .. oltlllffllfnU1tHif111!111H it 01H"Ifllflf •IU•IIflll•l ·fltlfollo oo-.fllfUf•U11UoOIOhfUI'-fMflonHtt •HfUUfltt ........ UitndfW ..... I•Mio ................. ~ ... 

(if oddittonol apace h nec:euary, ottoc:h additional ah .. t(&)) 



I· :J I PPF'OACH lON! '· 0 CRASH ANO lt£SCU! 

lo. :J ~ "" ZON! r. 0 SEARCH AND ltUCUE 

1. rj !'iJL'I.OERS •· 0 CATAPVt.T 

,tl(IWAY 1. 0 ARRESTING GEAR (C•rrler) 

r .. CJ PARKING AREA 0 
BARRIER OP. BARRICADE 

u. (Field or Shl,) 

v. 0 FLIGHT DECK 
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} J-3 Bulle 135811. Pilot LT, - USllR, \IQO port cf on oir-to-~:~ir 
Bllml ry f"J.il;ht on tho Chocolate t.\ountom cunnory ronco on 23 July 1957. 

The flieht took off at NA.I.S El Centro at 1328'1'. lit 134 'n, on hin firnt 
firint; run i'ollo\lina t';o dWlllllY runo1 tho pilot felt on eXplosion in tho 
ctorboord forrmrd port of tho fuscloao, ~~odlotoly oft~r oquocr.inc tho ctm 
tr1cecr . Ho so\7 amokc in tho cockpit and oil on the ttind::~hiold, and 
i :modiatoly jettisoned tho canopy and c j ectad himoalf. 

Tho ejection scot and outoDOtic lop bolt r~lcooo functioned normnlly. 
Tho pilot, foolinc himnolf t\L'llbling violently, pulled his ripcord ortl 
opened tho parachute bat\ con 22000 alli 24000 foot , He lost hio /..PH- 5 hal ct 
and oxygen mask uhon tho parachute opcnod 1 on oufforod oorno bruit:oo from. 
the parachute horneoo , Tho doocont rmo oocil1ntory follo\/cd by a landing in 
a nd uith no injury to tho pilot . Upon loncline , tho pilot found hie PK· 2 
package oisnina frorn tho pm-achnte hal·ncc:: . 

Tbe nilot uos pinpointed by other cor.lbcro of tho fli(;ht 1 rrho directed 
th~; lUJ.S FJ. C ntro holicoptcr to hie pocition , Rcncuo \1!JC offoctcd about 
45 minute:.: Di'tor tr.o pilot landed, In follC'\r.l..nG tho parachute doun , other 
pilotr in t' c flicht lor.t trncl: of tho unr.1annod aircraft after it \703 oocn 
to level itoc.l.f on a llcodina of 330 \71th no fire or orlol:c trail vioible, 
~rcckngc of tlc aircraft hoo not been located . 

fliRT VI D/Jl.'IGr: TO THE r,rncn,J:I 

Tho ,,Tockngo of thio aircraft boa not boon located at this nriting, It 
ic auo\L':lod that tho aircraft we destroyed in tho Ullr.10nnod crash lonclin{:. 

Should tho \4TCc1:ngc bo loMtcd it t:llJ bo oxonincd for evidence of the 
cause of this occident . 

PART VII THP. lUWSTIGt.TION 

L'l' . - La conoiclorcd fully qualified in the FJ .. 3, and hod ilorm tho 
day proviouc to that of tho acciUont . Tho aircraft r;oo equipped tzith a 
phose IV J-65 encino 1 and nac in all roopocto fit to pcrforn tho nnoignod 
micrion , oo for os could bo dctortlinod fron occcptod rointononco nnd 
pro- flight inspection procodmc:::. Tho aircraft hod previously complotod throe 
similar nissions on tho doy of tho occident , in tho course of uhich oll 
four of the cunn had fired soticfoctorily, 

Upon boin<I queotionod about hio oxparionco, tho pilot \70S unsure '11hothar 
tho snokc ho nov: rms outoidc or insirle tho canopy. Ho dcscribod tho tmOko 
condition on cimilior to that Tihon flying on inatrucc.ntc "in ilho ooup". Ho 
otatod that the oil he so\7 appeared colorloao 4 llo uao using 100% oxyson 
ar¥1 reported no unuchol odor or oxyc:;on S)'Dtom malfunction' Thoro \700 no 
reported cngino vibrntion or pm1cr foiluro . Flicht control rro.s norcnl up 
to the tine of oj oction. 

other motlbaro of tho iliaht r ported no avidonco of fire, amok 1 or 
atrcocinG fluid . 

In tho r adio confusion follorrlng tho ojoction the oircrnft codex 
nllr.lbcr , "Novcnbcr Golf 106, " rona picked up by ocvc.r:U CAA r adio fccilitico 
and in~crprotod to oaon 11 f!ationol Guard", 'l'hio produced ClOre ce.nfucion no 
l.ir liational. Guard oir01·art in tho oren trancnittod quost~.one and offorG of 
aooiBtoncc. 

Thoro m~s no ovidonco of oil stains on LT . - s\rltlcr1 .1Q.._yinc ouit 
al"tor his return to bone. \JC) 

po£!0 4 



w~ot A/0. ? ·)7 
P_tJ_,J'_)]_: __ lJ.::.l_N .. .4'1.;:.;J,..,YG:;;,:I:o;;;;S 

SPECIAL P.AIIt;"'llr', f'.Er.,Ull"tED IU 
ACCORDANCE r ' PliRT VII, OPl.:AV 
l!lSTRUCTIOll ,;;"~0 ,6B 

A:1.:Uysi:; of tho untc.riol nolfunction \"thich cousc.vl thin occident con bo 
at bart 1mt a hypothesis , lx.1sod upon tho infornntion 'l".'o:Uablo. It ia 
as:mmod that tho p:ilot Is porcoptiono rtorc reasonably nccurntc arxl that the 
explosion reported did occur sono\'lhore in tho for;rorn port of tho . . 
fusclaco , and not in tho encino . It ia not certain, ho•,tcvcr 1 uhothor tho Ofl LtAS !~!IIU. 
oll or hydraulic fluid 1 ainco tho latter nieht also O!>ponr colorlons in a 
t!dJl flln. 

Possible sources of en C)C!uosion in tho i'or\ltlrd part of tho fu::;olaco arc 
the air bottles adjacent to the c~.m charcint; air cor:JF.rcosor1 tho conprooPor 
(if the blo;;-out pluc;e \7Crc to no.lfunction) ·the utility hydraulic syntcr.1 
accur.~ulntor 

1 
any of several lzydratuic 1 ino:J 1 or tho auns thot:lScl voo. Tho 

liquid oxyccr. system is discom1to. because no nbnornal opc1·otion uno noted 
by tho pilot, Tiho \.ao ur.inrr 100% o:xyr;on. If a r:;un explosion hLld occurred, 
only an CJ<plo::sion in the bnrl!al could oond debris throuch tho encino inlet 
duct ar ... t irto tho cor~rrcrror • Tlli:1 \IOuld require on obotruction of so e :::or'~ 
in a cun bn:.-rcl, vhich is :::'d t to be a very unlikely situation in vlc11 or 
squnrlro11 cr .r:: co cl.ock rrocodurc::; cnrriod out bot>toon cunncry ilie:;hto. If 
a blast tt.Lo ·,rcre loo~·e 1 an·.l struck by a bullet 1 tho results micl.t \"tell bo 
\'/hot Lt, - c:-:,oricllccd. 

Tho nn 'l.o onrl o:U ul ich oppcorcd nrc believed to hLlvo bern broucht into 
the cockpit via t!10 cockpit proGm!I'ization tJystcn, \1indshial.ll c.nti-icing 
\'lll.S not in u::o, and ony o:il outside tho canopy vtould have ::;trcanod uft along 
tho fuoolnco ol' canopy. The potJs~bility of an encino r.ain boorin(l o:U seal 
fo:Uuro i:J remote, Encir.c bcurinc foil urc \1ould noces::;arily havo been 
indicated by enGine vibrl4tion and/or :-cj ZIU'C• 

In viC\1 of tho above, it se n::; r ore rcnsonabl e to believe that the oil 
;m::; hydraulic fl. uid ond the c:noko ,.a:- vaporized or burned l~draulic fl.uid 1 
ropul ting fl"Ot:l tho in(!OStion of this flUid by tho On{lino Cotr.pl'OSSO!' after 
the fluid \IOC introduccxl into the encino inlet duct by the explosion. 

T!.o possibility or tho roportcxl cxplotdon beinG actually the ~act of a 
projectile f:t·on another firir.c aircraft has been ruled out after quectionine 
other monbere of tho ili{;ht roec.rdinc thc 'patt~torvnl. 

I!nvinc decided to leave tho aircraft , Lt . - did not jettison tho 
canopy scpm·otcly before actuatin{; the face curtain . The ejection scat, 
auto::10tic lap belt ralooso, ond all pcrsonnal safety equipment functioned 
properly, except the· APH .. 5 hct1J.ot 1 uhich \'lOS lost \'lith tho o:x;vcon ooak \'lhon 
the parachute opened 1 and the pornroft kit , nhich \'lOS ol so 1 ost • Sin co no 
lifo jacket oon qorn on this flight , the paroraft lanyard ws not attached to 
the pllot . 

Tl:o ronainina nc.nbcre of tho flir;ht ma4y concentrated on koopint; tho 
parcchuto in siGht . · It is fcl t thnt t uo aircraft s!.ould be nblo to do this 
cffoctivcly1 ho\";ovor, and tho third r.iGht \fell luvo been assi(;'lloU to fallou 
the stricken aircraft to pinpoint its crash. 

Tho radio coni'uoion rosul tine .fror.t tho aircraft t s nod ex nuobc:o is tho 
second instance in tho p:u:t ccvc:1 months ir. 'lthich Civil and Air Nt:~tionnl 
Gunr d activi t ies r.avc been ni:il.cd by tho 11 tlovar bcr Golf" deoicnntor assienod 
this canior air Q:'Otlp , Even thoU3h Air Guard aircraft oro in fact oorkcxl 
11 Al.fa Uovcmbcr Gal.£11 , tho poo:oibility of confur.ion occna inherent in tho uoo 
of tho 11l!ovot1bCl· Galfl1 dosic;n'ltor in orcas \7hcrc Air National Guard activities 
operate. 

PAGE 5 



• 
fliRT IX cou::n.JSIOlf3 AID REX:Oil!ENDATIONS 

SPECIAL- lllDLING REQUJRED IN 
ACCORDANCE iii'"'H PART Vll, OPNAV 
INSTRUCTIOn 3750. 63 

It io tho concl uoion of tho boord that thoro tillS no encino or encino 
oil cyston fa:Uuro invaltvod in this accident . An explosion of unlctort\inod 
oriain is bcliovod to hnvo introduced hydraulic fluid into tho encino 
in1 at duct 

1 
LU'Xi tho cockpit proosuri zation Bj"stcn then carried it to tho 

cockpit in tho fcxr:n of 1l.uid and wt or snoko. 
'"No oon11uro should o.ttach to the p:ilot t s decision to loavo tho airorat't 

undor tho circU!latancos. Had ho ronainod uith it o. littJ.o loncor, hcmovcr , 
accuro.to determination of tho plane t e n:lrrrorthinoss LU'Xi porhaps oven a 
return to illso r1ould hove boon poscihlo. 

Lt . exorcised oxccllont jurler.ont in coroencinc to ric a sun 
shcl tor fron his parachute :l.ru:lodiatcly oftor landine . It io contonplatod 
that tho n011 nape strap to be added to tho APH- 5 hclnet rrill prevent loss 
of the halnet in futUl·o ba:ilouto. 

It io reconncndcd that tho squadron do\mod plano doctrine be onlnrgod 
to provide fol' n cnoo ouch as this in 'Hhieh both tho p:Uot and plnnc nuot bo 
kept in si[·i t if practicahlce 

It iu also rccor.lTicndcd that consideration be civcn to discontinUZlnco of 
tho 11 Novcnbcr Galf11 desicnntor bccouoe of posGihlc confusion ,lith Air 
Nationol Gunrd aircraft. 

10 



• 
\'F "91 .. !:::'. 5 .. 57, Encl.o::lU'O (1) 
PW:"l'' S"'!.l DlT 

I took- off on a routine 25 , 000 foot cunnory hop o".i 1J2S, I chockau onto 
t ho Chocalnto flountnin cwmcry rnncre ot 1342 \rl.th ChocO:.::~to Contrcil. . On rry 
fir:::t run shortly o1'tc.r I pullcd the t r i{leor on cxplodon occurrod 
opp::ll'ontly in tho starboard nose ooction. 'l'horc \ins quito a bit of '"Mol o ctr 
.oil vapor around tho cockpit and I fcl t like I ms in in:rtrumont conditions . 

· Cleat oil oppoorod on tho trl.ndst-.icld and I thoucht i t mo OlllJinO o:U . Tho 
co::tbi:nntion of not boine nbl c to soc outnidc, the cocl:pit & havinG o:U on 
the uir.d:::hic.l.d cor.vincod no : :Jhould leave tho oircrni't ; I rotardod1 tho 
throtUc7 pul.lod r:ry knooo up to cot r:ry hocl.:J in tho ctirrupr on:l octuatcxl tl o 
face curtnin. 

ID1cn I rocoincxl r:ry senses I reo haldin~ to tho face curtain \tith ey richt 
h.:m1 dth coat ovc.r r:r:t h~d. I rcl.oonod tho soot and l ocated tho parcel uto 
r aloasc hnnllo but roalizinc I \InS still at 25000 feet , I lot co and 
pulled tl•o b:dlout botUc0 I fcl.t tho proncuro of the orncrccncy o:eyucn 
ac;ainst r·r fncc ml tho bottle rclcanod itn supply. I mn tunblinc quito 
a bit :;o 'ccidc:U to open the porachuto before I lost ey oonnco. I" 
relocated th rclrooo t:ithout o.ey difficulty and pulled; uithil1 a cond ar 
so tho c:huto oponod \lith quite a ahoci:. 1. r.hort \1hi!. c later I di ... covorod 
that cy hclnot Of'd nnsl· uoro eonc. It Is Q lone ride dor.n am I docidod to 
tioo it , I Glanced at r:ry \ltltc: m noted tho tina as 1347 • On tho \/QY 

dcm1 tho parachute and I occnlu ... od tlU'ouch ovc:r 90°. I landed on a ~ooth 
oomy plot in a rotl{:h doocrt c.ro~., ?he nrachuto c::~ueht on tho brush 
o.r.d I ·,ro:;ntt drncaod, cvo1 tl ouci t! arc ' ab ut ten knots o! win:l . I 
co.llo.p:JCd tho chutor- ntood up n!'d unh: .. c lo.lo I me tho circl.in{; aircraft 
a roccr uith rry omn and rtartod to r. rc"o tho chuto out . At lis tine I 
r,lancod at ny ~rotch and t•c.Uizou it t:nr. ftorpod 1 at 1'347. I r:no rnoldnc 
tho chute into n ahcl tor \ll'Cn I cmr tho hdicOJ tel' • hf·tcr uo uoro nirborno 
in tho hcl o 1 tl o doctor told co it \100 11. 30. 

-L'I. • USNR 
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VF-91 AAR 5~57, & osure (2) 
ilitnesor StatLmont 

SPECIAL HMI>Lll D\I:D It! t.CCOTIDhllCE 
'iii'IH PMT VII, OPlU.V UTSTRUCTIOll 3'/50. 613 

0. 1 " J vole off a~ tho tow plane on a nchedulod gunnery flight from 
l" '-.<; ... ::;r.: ~ • c I cl imb<Jd 1: 2;, ,ooo feet end entered tho chocolate mountain 
(;\-tu:c:-:· :r·tt~ after boin! c.:i.t.:e ... ud by the flicht leader to do so . The firing 
r,roup lN>'· n:.p.h~ of the tor. j ·~'· after I onterod tho range and I procoodod 
up tho nc: ~ o~·-· sido of t',l' r'l · on a courso of :300°, 165 knots at 25 1000 
feet • Ao1 ro.d.:natoly ono ~u·t:-·. • ·· the distance up tho rango, tho firing group 
caught oight of J._ho to\'1 a• 1 c m;len.:cd thoir runo. 

The firil.;3 L:roup l•t:.d :r .,h o.~pproximatoly tvro runs apiece and I vras 
lookinC .Por tl c northcn <..r: 1 "f .... he range . I c::timatod two more sots of 
runo woutd p!nco uo at tho :1orthc-n boundary. I heard 5-l, tho flight 
lender cull ·:in" but did "1e~ follow him through hio run. I think I heard hitl 
call 11 off'1 au I r).anced oYc.r my :-;tar board vting and sort him fly by approximate 
200 foot ubcnm. I oow tl.o non~ of tho plar,o lower oro I thought he vms 
trying to picl: up a little n.i..r:::pe ... d before returning to tl.o porch, as it 
SIJl'Carcd thnt ho was a 1 it tic slo"or than :350 knot:: 1 I rrould oot:J.matc 
around 320 knot:::. Almost :inuncdi£r~aly after tho nose lowered I S0\1 the conopy 
fly off ond my first tho\leht was thot tho canopy had malfunctioned . It \'IUS 

~~cdiataly folloued by a g~oy object ond I again thought oonething must 
hl.we bloim off the canopy deck. I then could di:;tinguish thnt it \70S the 
p:J.ot Tiho hod ej~.:ctod ol"cl. sat/ him fulling clear of tho scat . No tronsmis::lion 
rms mode by the pilot prior to tho ejection ond I sm1 nothing about the 
?to.nc o.s it :O.c11 pod that •:rould hove modo me suspect trouble . I did not sec 
any smoke from the ejection cartridge. 

I im:ucdiotoly dropped t!1C to.: and otnrtcd to circle tho pilot . Tho 
plane folloY:ing 5ooo\1. in the rtm ::;aid he h:::d tho plane in sight and 
requested permission to follou it . Ho ~nid I tolu him negative. At tho time 
the only thought I had ,.as to keep the pilot in sight an<1 I l m :::urc that I 
probably did tcll him not to folloy: the plano although I don' t remember tho 
cornr..unication nou. I estimate hc'opcncd tho parachute around 221000 foet1 

os he ojoetod lovd \7ith no at 251000 foot . One planc1 _NG 111 1 imrnodi.Dtcly 
called :NAilS iJ. Centro on chnnncl or.o to report the accident and TIOnt to 
emergency J.Flo' . Tho other plane NG 109 fol.lo\700 me dorm to around 181000 
feet , cirolil1g tho pilot clr.o r;ith emergency ID' on . UG 109 then cli;:~bod to 
25

1
000 feet to rcloy tror.rrnisaions to tho base . After El Centro ackno\·il.odgcd 

receipt of the transmi:>oion and hnd started tho helicopter on tho r;ny, I 
directed tho other t\'/o ploncz to turn off their IFF as tho air uas starting 
to get cluttered ~1ith offers of asoiutt'nce. NG 109 began to have radio 
trouble and returned to the bose , 

HG 111 folloued tho pilot all th<.: >'lOY dorm to the ground ond flC\7 OC.ck 
and forth over the pilot at nround 200 !eet over tho cround . I remained at 
5000 feet and hod tho holicoptor give me several short counts on chnnncl. 
ono and Gave hir.l vectors to the pilot . IThon tho helicopter caught sight of 
tho pilot and lanJcd to pick him up 1 l!G 111 and IIT'.f:'lclf then left the oren 
am returned to NA.AS El. Centro , 



• SPECIAL Pi\ -. .. G J EQ.UIRED IN 
AGCOIID!dC 1 • 1\RT VII, OPNAV 
INSTRUC'J.J , : J"GD VP~91 A.\.'1 5 ·57 Enclosure (3) 

E.~~.I't.".FTL '~ , ICERS t>T/.TE.lENr 

Tho FJ~) DuNo 1)5814 froo \7hich Lt. - cjoctxl rn Z) July 1957 \r.lS 

equipped rzith n pha::JO IV cnc;ino J...65 sor 1/011461 •.. u " ' jJ :r.yc;cn syrton, 
lurr.o c~1pncity oil bukJ and \101' considorod to bo pr 1>• i.y c:m i'i(>'Urod \ ith 
the upplicublc ont;inc and aircraft chanr:cs incorpo .. :ntodo 

Duo to the fact thnt there ia insufficient inforrU~tion nvnilablo i'ro1:1 
thCJ pile/~ or nitnoo3cn , end tho aircraft has not bocn recovered to nn~o, 
tl u cnuoo of this circraft occident is undctcrninod fron a nnintenatce 
otmvlpo1· t . 

Tho poosibility of hydraulic f.l.uB or other hydrocarbons uni\ tinc '\7ith 
the liquid o:xycon, thus cnuninr the l"xpj osion. b1o boon thorouehlY uiscusood 
end ru.l od out as very inprobab2tle fl. fall uro of an dg:!.nc bcc.rinc, 
attributinr· tho explosion ~o a oci:mro , ~rather unlikclj' as thoro oos 
no prov·.ous vibrati:>'l'l noted and any oil \IOUld be precont in on anount o!'.cl . .l 
eno~'h to Je b...rn'ld :'Y the encino ond r:ould not appear 0::1 tho uin.1cl idd , 

Tho f ~ 1 o·~int: o.·o z>oc:'ibl e ~uses, ho\TCV r there ic l :!.ttl c b ·is ::or 
thoir nc~'U'' • :n t' o < v--r.t n for:·.-r-rd access door 'Ll.'"n open, a 1 ich 
prc:;st .. .:c · t ~ i< line to tho 'hrol.e pcdo.lo could hove rupttt'u~ c~ .. ··nc n 
l:ll'[') .:1 v II -.f fl.cid to entC.'t' the inta}CO duct , (Ill Of \'1hich CO..J. l':Jt bO 
v:lpo::n.oa ~:y trc • n~: no So.-a of th· o fluid coos throU[h th. J.;J ::taco no 
liC!u~ rl. , n? cndn(. n t 1 ) ;rinJ-h'.'lld t.h."'ouch tho cabin prosourization­
rofri[:cr"'.tio:t ::.:·too. . I '\7~1 r} iald ucfrost \l:l:J balicvcd to bo on, Sonn 
of th,;.s .::l•ud ~.~•:i:..d be 1 • r , C:'IU'3.lnG an o;.:ees::~ivc anount of sooko \7hich 
m~1r1 nl::;o -.n .l.r th~ <'o.- "' _ ... Q 

' ... hi'J o":.l a::' pos' .::"· ... · :i ·. a -un o=1ll.os1t r, \71. • ~h irol.lloi very likaly 
rupt:.u·o n l~'l'i:r"ui.., c : _, 1 \ r l. dcu:r.:.o d:i..dn:t cnuoo cnoueh 
duna('C' ~o ·.;ho ,..n,·{,;, i ( -uo uc,;,1.u I!c· .. ov<r, :in either coso it ~uld 
nppcnr t .. c.·c ...... ~ n f't' T 1 · .1 oi' ,"Jooko t'•ail inc; fror:t tho tail pipe 1 

nor.c of dn.cl1 ·.o!l t "".d L"'' .:h. '~"''1 ~si1 G pilots,. 
Foot pur' 1'!31• r• c~.i.~ 3 o · ":.ho ycllo\: ~beets indicate no discropancios 

tt:.nt \iOuld po:::r-ihly !lrovi]o :my clue os to the fail uro. 
Tho discunscu posoib:iJ.itics ore acoin onphnsizod to bo that only• It ic 

certainly tho desire of avery ncnbcr of this dcpartncnt to invostisnto the 
Cl'Osh> hor;cvcr , because of tho rcootc orcc tomu·ds nhich the aircraft 110.0 
hcndod tl:io o:>pCOl'S VCI""J Ulll.iJ·cl:'t • 




